
THE PRODIGAL SON 

Two days after Deacon Jim Munno’s talk on ”Detesting Your Sins,” EWTN’s HOMILY 
seemed to reinforce so many of his same points using the parable of the prodigal son.  

HERE WE SAW THE ONE SON’S SINS AND CONVERSION/REPENTANCE: 
• Demanding his share of his father's estate (avarice over love) 
• Setting off to a distance country (symbolizing sin which distances us from God) 
• Squandering his inheritance by becoming a slave to his passions and indulging in 

worldly pleasures (lust and gluttony over temperance) 
• Becoming miserable & tending to swine out of desperation (consequences of sin) 
• Desiring to even eat the food for the swine as he was dying of hunger  

(willing to do something he would ordinarily never do; Sin darkens his mind) 
• Coming to his senses (one of the 3 ways Jim mentioned to gain awareness of sin) 
• Realizing how good he really had it; He did not lose faith in father’s mercy 
• Repenting and Confessing that he sinned against his father and heaven  

(He took responsibility & recognized that his sins were not just against his father) 
• Admitting that he no longer deserved to be called his son (genuine humility) 
• Willing to even take lowest position as one of his father’s workers (humility) 
• Returning home (symbolizing return back to God).   
• Desiring to be reconciled with his father and to receive his forgiveness 

THEN WE SEE THE FATHER’S VIRTUES IN HIS RESPONSE: 
• Filled with compassion 
• Ran to & embraced/kissed him — God meets & embraces us especially in confession 
• Gave him the finest robe & put a ring on his finger — Symbolizing he was restored 
• Put sandals on his feet — signifying that he is to walk now in newness & holiness 
• Celebrated with a feast — representing the feast given to us in communion 
• All of this symbolizes how God so willingly receives a sinner who repents and seeks 

forgiveness 

THEN WE SEE THE OTHER SON’S SINS: 
• Anger — As he refused to enter the house 
• Envy — As he said “all these years I served you and not once did I disobey your 

orders; yet you never gave me even a young goat to feast on with my friends”.   
[To combat envy, thank God for the graces He gives to us and others and  
thank Him for the gift of Confession which can restore us to grace and peace.] 

FINALLY, WE SEE THE FATHER’S FINAL RESPONSE: 
• Acknowledge — “‘My son, you are here with me always; everything I have is yours.” 
• Set him straight — “But now we must celebrate and rejoice, because your brother 

was dead and has come to life again; he was lost and has been found.’”  — Likewise, 
the Lord and all of the angels and saints rejoice when a sinner who was spiritually 
dead and no longer under grace, repents and is once more an heir of heaven.  
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