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Sister Faustina Maria Pia gave a beautiful talk about COURAGE:  1) courage to be seen,  
2) courage to love when we are aware of our weakness, and 3) courage to entrust ourselves to 
Him. Sister spoke briefly of the culture of death in our world today. So many have been lied to, 
have no support. We have to have compassion for the culture, provide a safe space for the 
pain and anger to find expression, to let go, and finally find rest in a place of love and healing 
that God can provide. Jesus is the answer — for us, for our culture. There is so much pain and 
anger and suffering that has not been acknowledged. Fear is the driving force behind the 
culture of death, and the only answer is Perfect Love which casts out fear. Sister included 
several moving stories of pregnant women that found their way to the home that the Sisters of 
Life are a part of in New York City. 

Sister used the Biblical passage from Luke 5:1-11, where Jesus first encounters Simon Peter, 
and encourages him to put out his nets after a night of fruitless fishing. The focus is on Peter 
and his responses to Jesus — first welcoming Him on his boat, then agreeing to put the nets 
back in the water at Jesus' suggestion in spite of the earlier failure, then his response of 
"Depart from me, for I am sinful man, O Lord" after he saw the huge catch. And finally, Jesus' 
response to Simon Peter "Do not be afraid, henceforth you will be catching men." And Simon 
Peter, along with James and John "left everything and followed Him." When we encounter a 
love that is so much bigger as Peter did, we can feel so undeserving in its presence, but also 
we can fear it, because if we let it in, it is going to change us. We must each respond to an 
individual call to follow the Master of Life and to join Him in His work. How do we receive His 
Love?  She talked about 3 points from the Biblical passage and their application to our lives, all 
having to do with courage — the courage to fall in love, and allow that love to transform us. 

THE COURAGE TO BE SEEN — Jesus asks to get on the boat when Peter has already 
disembarked, and is done with his failed night of fishing. Jesus chooses us, chooses to get on 
our boat, often at a time when we are giving up. We need to be won over by God's Love, we 
need to allow ourselves to be seen, to allow Him to come onto our boat, whatever shape it 
might be in. Often in relationships, we want to change the other person by pointing out the 
things we don't like, or nagging them. But loving a person for who they are allows for them to 
grow and change. So it is with God's Love for us — His Love allows us to grow and change. 
We grow in the context of love. So often when we come before God in Adoration, there are 
things about ourselves that we don't like, and want to hide, but it is important to let God love us 
as we are. God looks at us with reverent Love — nothing can destroy that Love. It takes 
courage to be seen because we are scared to be known in those places that we're not proud of 
and places that have been difficult, our emotional needs and sensitivities, our lack of control. 
But He knows us, He sees us, He still loves us. We're actually made to receive the fullness of 
His Life and Power in our place of weakness. We want to hide our weaknesses, and yet, as St. 
Paul said, His Power is made perfect in our weakness. Our emptiness can be filled with His 
Love. Peter knew he was loved by the big catch Jesus made happen, and he also knew he did 
not deserve it. We don't deserve to be loved, we just are loved. The more we are honest with 
Jesus in prayer and in confession, the less we hide, the more Love and Affirmation and 
Healing we can receive: Love for who we are and not for what we have deserved. The Love is 
always there for us, but can we receive it? 



THE COURAGE TO LOVE WHEN WE ARE AWARE OF OUR LIMITATIONS & WEAKNESS 
— When Peter feels like a failure, Jesus gives him instruction to catch again. Peter agrees to 
try again, at risk of exposing his failure and weakness. So too are we called to respond to 
Jesus at the moment we least expect or desire it.  Jesus asks us to give from our poverty, 
because that is when we cannot rely on ourselves, but must rely on Him, and that is where the 
abundant catch comes from. At the moment we feel we have nothing to give, God can do for 
us! Jesus wants to be part of our lives, where we are doing things together with Him, even out 
of our poverty — this is where our love and His blend together and things get exciting and 
fruitful. But it takes courage to give of ourselves in this place of poverty because it demands 
that we believe that our love is a gift, the gift. God is asking us, even in our emptiness, to be 
the gift, and He will give us what we need. This giving is not from our excess, but giving our 
very selves. 

THE COURAGE TO ENTRUST OURSELVES TO HIM — Peter's response of unworthiness is 
to doubt the Love of Jesus. And Jesus says "Do not be afraid..." of rejection, of your sinfulness, 
because even your sinfulness given to me is a sign of your trust and your love. God's Love 
never stops pursuing us. God's Mercy is so immense, so difficult for us to grasp, and yet has 
the power to make new, to restore hearts and hope. The joy of the father at the return of the 
prodigal son is Jesus' joy in each one of us. How do we entrust  ourselves in Him? How do we 
become this vessel of love and life that builds the culture of life? Mercy is unconditional love; it 
is much more expansive than forgiveness of sin. It is the undeserved love of God for us. Mercy 
is a lavish love that is always pursuing us, and yet it is hard to receive an undeserved love. 
And it is hard to give a love that is undeserved. God told St. Faustina that He is Love and 
Mercy itself. Nothing can exhaust His Mercy. The Grace of this Mercy is received by means of 
one vessel only and that is Trust. Love cannot be forced, it has to be received. Jesus asks 
permission to get onto our boat, into our life, be a part of our day. He never forces His Love. 
Trust always entails a choice, the choosing of God above something else. The act of trust 
entails a certain letting go, which is a choosing of Christ. The cost is the gift we are giving 
Jesus and this gift will flower in our own hearts. We need to trust that God has a plan for our 
good, for others' good. And He is asking us to consent to loving Him, even when we don't 
understand. When we don't trust Him, we are holding ourselves back from the unconditional 
love that we need for ourselves and as an outpouring for other souls. The freedom to love is 
found in the call to trust. 

For Sister, the Pro-Life movement has become less about providing services and having the 
right words, but more about authentic love, being authentically herself with God, being 
authentic in the vulnerability and powerlessness that she sometimes feels in situations, and 
how she is being asked to love, and meeting God and letting Him work in and through her. 
Each person in each situation needs Jesus. They need His Love, we need His Love. 

We cannot give what we do not have. God is calling us to do something great with our love 
and He is calling us to be followers, not admirers of Him, so that we may truly join Him,  the 
Master of Life, the Lord of Life to build up His Kingdom of Life. 


