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Susan gave a beautiful, joyous, heartfelt, moving talk about our Blessed Mother. It was a deeply personal 
talk, and at the same time, filled with wisdom for all of us. No write-up can do justice to her presentation - 
listen to her words in her voice, and also, hear her infectious laugh!  

Susan began with words of wisdom from her father, a man of deep faith who guided the large family in 
such a way that faith was a part of their everyday lives. He would punctuate his statements with "Thank 
God and the Blessed Mother..." And the title of this talk also comes from words of her father to Susan at 
a time where she needed comfort. But these words relate to all things in our lives, not just challenges, 
hardships, duties, but also to dreams, desires, pursuits, family. It is a timeless statement that can guide 
our lives with its eternal truth. She IS OUR MOTHER!!! 

Susan often referred to St. Louis De Montfort in her talk. He said that when we praise the Blessed 
Mother, when we love her, honor her, or give anything to her, it is God who is praised, it is God who is 
loved, God who is glorified, and it is to God that we give, through Mary, and in Mary. She does not keep 
anything for herself. She is so humble, and loves God so much, she gives Him everything she's got. She 
will help us to have that same spirituality too - to do everything for the greatest glory of God, for God's 
holy purposes, and for the greatest good of souls. 

St. Louis De Montfort wrote the book on True Devotion to Mary - God decided to begin and to 
accomplish His greatest works, or "greatest hits" as Susan said, through the Blessed Virgin Mary! God 
the Father gave the world His greatest gift, His Son  but only through the Virgin Mary. Mary alone merited 
this favor and found favor with God by the power of her prayers and the excellence of her virtues. St. 
Louis says that our Lord remains the son of Mary as much in heaven as on earth, and never resists her 
prayers. She continues to intercede for us, and her prayers are always perfectly conformed to the will of 
God.  Without Mary, we would not have Jesus. St. Mother Teresa used to say, "no mother, no son." 
Without Mary, we don't have a savior, and we are doomed. With Mary, we have hope because we have 
Christ. 

Susan brought up our theme this year ("Abide in Me”) along with the associated scripture verse, 
“Whoever eats My Flesh and drinks My Blood abides in Me, and I in him"), and how Mary gave the Holy 
Word of God that Flesh and Blood in her virginal womb. In Holy Communion, we receive God and eternal 
life because of Blessed Mary. St. Teresa of Avila said "In the company of the saints, we will become 
saints, and the company we have within us is His Divine Majesty Himself." God is with us, God is within 
us, and His virtues and holiness will rub off on us when we abide with Him. 

St. Louis says that when the Holy Spirit sees devotion to the Blessed Mother within our hearts, he rushes 
into us and brings all His gifts and graces. He comes into us according to how much space we have 
given to the Blessed Mother Mary. So, says Susan, let's give her everything since she is a magnet 
drawing in the Holy Spirit! It is the presence of God in us that makes us holy, and all of us are called to 
be holy. So let the Holy Spirit hasten into our hearts that are devoted to the Blessed Mother.  

At Mass, we pray that we will be brought to the fullness of charity. God is charity, and we are to be 
brought to the fullness of charity, filled with the fullness of God, one of Susan's favorite definition of 
holiness. This definition perfectly fits the Blessed Mother. We welcome God in us by devotion to Mary. 

Jesus said to St. Faustina: "Only the humble soul is able to receive My Grace." We cannot be full of 
ourselves, full of pride. God cannot fill what is already full! Be humble like the Blessed Mary. God cannot 
resist the humble. No humility, no holiness; no holiness, no heaven. We need to cultivate a humble heart. 
According to St. Louis De Montfort, it is far more humble to approach God with His Blessed Mother, than 
on our own. We can do it on our own, but is far more humble to approach His Divine Majesty with the 
Queen! St. Louis also said that when we approach Christ with His Blessed Mother, we take Him "by His 
weak side" and of course he will accept us. When Jesus recognizes His Mother in others, He will melt.  



According to St. Louis De Montfort at the end times, the greatest saints will be the most assiduous in 
praying to the Blessed Virgin, and staying close with her, and looking to her, learning from her and being 
helped by her. These saints formed by the Blessed Mother will far surpass in holiness most other saints, 
and will draw all men to a true devotion to her. The salvation of the world began with Blessed Mother 
Mary, and through her it must be accomplished. Run to her and jump into her loving arms! 

Susan spoke about the flight of the Holy Family to Egypt. St. Joseph obeyed and took the child and his 
mother...Susan encouraged us to take the Blessed Mother and her Holy Child like St. Joseph did. They 
are there for the taking. Take them into our home. When we welcome the Blessed Mother into our 
homes, into our lives, into our hearts, she always brings Jesus with her. At the annunciation, the angel 
Gabriel said to Mary, "the Lord is with thee," a timeless statement, so when we call on the Blessed Mary, 
and she comes to us, the Lord comes as well. 

How do we bring the Blessed Mary into our homes?  Pray the Holy Rosary! 

1. Praying the Holy Rosary is like holding the blessed Mother's hand, 
2. Praying the Holy Rosary is like sitting on the sofa with the Blessed Mother, and leafing through a 

scrapbook of the life of her Son, showing us the mysteries of His life. It's like spending quality 
time with her. 

3. And praying the Holy Rosary IS bringing the Blessed Virgin Mary into our homes. Say the Rosary 
daily, say it as often as you can, as well  as you can. Praying the Holy Rosary and meditating on 
the sacred mysteries is loving Jesus with the heart of Mary. 

Our Lady said to Blessed Alan de la Roche, “When we say our Rosary, the angels rejoice!” When we say 
the Rosary, we get closer to God, closer to heaven. "Hail Mary" is calling on the Blessed Mother, and as 
a good mother, she comes when we call her. We are all little children spirituality, and the most comforting 
place to be is close to our mother. Mary is full of grace, she never runs out, but nobody asks! Ask her for 
everything - she has an infinite supply of grace, of love to supply us! 

As St. Elizabeth said, "Who am I that the mother of my Lord should come to me?" We must be humble 
when Mary comes to us, when we call upon her. Let us spiritually hug our Blessed Mother as little 
children and tell her we love her. Stay close to her with tenderness and love. Susan challenged us to do 
something every day to honor the Blessed Mother, every day should be Mother's Day for our Blessed 
Mother - what an honor to serve so great a Queen. 

Our mothers gave us all life, our Blessed Mother gave us everlasting life. We cannot thank the Blessed 
Mother enough.  Our Lady suffered, and sacrificed along with Jesus, to get us to heaven. It's all about 
love, echoing the words of one of our earlier speakers (Fr. DeAscanis). Susan's four year old nephew 
said love is "when you want to be with someone." That's what God wants with us!  God so loved us, He 
gave us His son, He is in our tabernacles, in the sacred host in order to be with us. Our Blessed Mother 
also wants to be with us forever. They are working so hard, suffering so much to get us safely home to 
heaven so they can be with us for ever and ever, along with our loved ones. 

Final words from a holy, saintly person are almost like a last will and testament - we cherish those words, 
and strive to honor and obey them. Jesus' final words to St. John were "Behold your mother" (and our 
mother too), and from that moment on St. John took the Blessed Mother into his home. Likewise, we 
need to welcome our Blessed Mother and her Son into our home. 

No one knew Jesus better, no one loved Christ more than His own mother. She is the only human being 
in the whole universe, in all of human history who can rightfully say she was there at his first breathe in 
the stable, and she was there all the way to his last breathe on the cross. She knew Him best and loved 
Him most. And that is the purpose of our life and our existence - we are lovingly created by God to know 
Him, to love Him and to serve Him as best we can in order to be reasonably happy in this life and 
supremely happy with Him in everlasting life! Our Blessed Mother can help us with this! She will take 
care of everything - that's what mother's do! 


