
Be Bold in the Broken — Mary Lenaburg 

INTRODUCTION — Mary gave a deeply  personal account of her own journey from 
brokenness to healing.Though deeply personal, the talk addressed universal themes 
that all of us can learn from and appreciate. She spoke of the battles that we face in the 
world today as women, as  women of Faith, and as mothers and spiritual mothers.   

COURTNEY — Mary was the mother of a profoundly disabled child, Courtney for 22 
years. The most powerful lesson Mary learned from Courtney was how to love without 
condition. All Courtney could do was love and be loved. God does not make mistakes, 
and Courtney had  a mission in her life, a life that was perfect in God's eyes. When 
Courtney's life ended, Mary was faced with a huge void - her purpose for the past 22 
years was gone, and all of a sudden, past decisions came back to haunt her, shame, 
grief, sins, rejection, and she was stuck in her brokenness, in woundedness, in fear.  

HEALING / MISSION — The talk focused on her journey to healing, to find her mission 
in life - "if there is a breathe in your body, there is still work for you to do." The questions 
she addressed are for all of us - where do I fit in? Who am I?  We all have worth as 
daughters of the most high King. If we don't know who we are, we cannot serve as God 
is asking us to serve, we don't know what our mission is, what God wants us to do. We 
all have gifts from God - charisms (learn more about charisms HERE).  We need to 
learn what these gifts are. Mary knew some of her gifts, and she learned others along 
the way. She said that if God is going to ask you to do something, He is going to make 
sure that every person in your life is on mission to get you to do what God wants you to 
do! She spent some time focused on the image of Christ on the cross, the mission of 
Christ, He experienced everything we experienced (except sin), He was shamed, He 
was tempted, and His mission was ultimately about love - nothing is greater than the 
love God has for us.  

BROKEN — We are all broken, and what is broken can be mended. God can fix 
whatever is broken in us. She encouraged us to be the one who receives His healing, 
be the one who comes back to Him in thanksgiving and praise because that healing of 
us cost Him His life. Mary shared with us the beautiful image of a broken jar that has 
been put back together - the light leaks out of the broken places, and so in our 
brokenness and healing journeys, we shine the brightest.  

OUR CALLING —So, what is God calling us to do? What is our purpose and mission? 
Serving, praying, building the Kingdom of God this side of Heaven. Use our hands, our 
feet, our voice, our prayers. God picks us up every time we fall, and so, we walk in 
freedom of the brokenness. Our journey in healing is an on-going journey, never ending 
in our time on earth. Mary reminded us that we are broken, and yet there is beauty in 
that brokenness, as it can lead us through healing to our mission, our job here on earth. 
What is that job? To love, to serve. And how that happens looks different for each of us. 
God needs all of us in our uniqueness to fulfill our unique mission.  Finally, Mary called 
us to be brave, to be bold in the brokenness. God is just getting started with us!
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