
Scene 1: 
The Scribes &  
the Pharisees 

bringing charges

Scene 2: 
Jesus responding to  

the Scribes & the Pharisees

Scene 3: 
Jesus responding to  

the adulterous women

The Story of a Woman Caught in Adultery 
Three Scenes from John 8:1-11

Let’s do a deeper dive into each scene —
• Observing the scene from each character’s perspective
• Reflecting on the lesson from my own perspective



Scene 1 — The scribes & the 
Pharisees brought a woman who had 
been caught in adultery and made 
her stand in the middle. They said to 
him, “Teacher, this woman was 
caught in the very act of 
committing adultery. Now in the 
law, Moses commanded us to stone 
such women.  So what do you say?”  
They said this to test him, so that 
they could have some charge to 
bring against him.

• If I were the WOMAN in this story, 
how would I have felt?

• If I were the ones who brought 
charges to Jesus, how would I 
feel?  What was my motivation?

• In my life:
• When have I acted like  

the Scribes & Pharisees —  
seeking justice over mercy?  
and with impure motivation?

• What was the result?



Scene 2 — Jesus bent down and 
began to write on the ground with his 
finger. But when they continued 
asking him, he straightened up and 
said to them, “Let the one among 
you who is without sin be the first 
to throw a stone at her.” Again he 
bent down and wrote on the ground.

• What do you think JESUS was 
thinking when he wrote on the 
ground with His finger?

• If I were the SCRIBES OR THE 
PHARISEES in this story, how 
would I have felt?  How about if  
I were one the  BYSTANDERS? 

• In my life: Can I think of a time 
when I should have acted more like 
JESUS — 1) hesitating before 
responding and 2) not responding 
as some would like, but rather 
gently exposing hypocrisy?
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Scene 3 — And in response, they 
went away one by one, beginning 
with the elders. So he was left 
alone with the woman before him. 
Then Jesus straightened up and 
said to her, “Woman, where are 
they? Has no one condemned 
you?” She replied, “No one, sir.” 
Then Jesus said, “Neither do I 
condemn you. Go, [and] from 
now on do not sin any more.”

• If I were the WOMAN in this story,  
how would I now feel?

• In my life:  
• When should I have acted more 

like JESUS by showing mercy 
instead of seeking justice?  
While also sharing the truth?

• How do I respond to God’s mercy?  
— Not feel worthy of it 
— Not feel that I need His Mercy 
— Humbly & gratefully accept it

• Do I accept mercy from others?  
Do I freely offer mercy to others?


