
The Four Keys To Hearing God’s Voice



Baptism in the Spirit by Monsignor Charles Pope: 
(For the full article, see here:   

http://blog.adw.org/2011/12/what-does-it-mean-to-be-baptized-in-the-holy-spirit/) 

… “What does it mean to be baptized with the Holy Spirit?”  and opens also, the “experiential” 
question: What is it “like” to be baptized with the Holy Spirit? 

Experientially, It means knowing what we have received in Baptism and Confirmation. But 
here, “knowing” does not mean mere intellectual knowing (οἴδα – odia in the Greek New 
Testament). Rather it means experiential knowing (γινώσκo – ginosko in the Greek New 
Testament). It is one thing to “know about” God and to be able to pass a religion test. But  
to be Baptized with the Holy Spirit is to “know” the Lord, personally, deeply, intimately. It is to 
be in a life changing, transformative relationship with the Lord. It is experiential faith. 

Too many people are satisfied with living their faith by inference, rather than by 
experience. In other words, they are content to go along saying what they heard some one 
else say. “Jesus is Lord and risen from the dead” because my mother says so, or my 
preacher says so, (or even), the Bible says so. All of this is fine, for faith first comes by 
hearing. But there comes a point when YOU have to say so, because you personally know it 
to be true. 

And this is what it means to be Baptized with the Holy Spirit and with fire. It is to be able 
to say, “In the laboratory of my own life, I have tested the Word of God and found it to be true. 
I have personally met and know the Lord, I know Him for myself.” 

In other words, it is having faith come alive! Faith that is real, tested and certain.  
It is knowledge that is personal. It is to be a first hand witness to the power of Jesus  
Christ to change my life, for I am experiencing it in the laboratory of my very own life.  
He is changing and transforming me. I am seeing sins put to death and wonderful graces 
come alive. I am more serene, confident, loving, generous and chaste. I am more forgiving, 
patient, trusting and patient. I love the poor more, and I am less attached to this world. My 
prayer is becoming deeper as I sense his presence and power in my life. Yes, God is working 
in my life and He is real. This is my testimony. What is yours? 

But this is what it means, experientially, to be baptized with the Holy Spirit (and with fire)… 

Pay attention to these word of St. John the Baptist. He, through the Holy Spirit, is 
teaching us about the “normal Christian life,” which is to be alive, joyful, confident, serene and 
thrilled at what God is doing in my life, and to know (not just know about) the Lord. “I baptize 
you with water, BUT HE, will baptize you with the Holy Spirit” And he will light a fire in your 
life, a fire that never dies away, but that grows in intensity as it transforms your very self. 

Let he who has ears to hear, heed what the Spirit is saying. Baptism is not a tedious ritual, it 
is a transformative reality.” 

http://blog.adw.org/2011/12/what-does-it-mean-to-be-baptized-in-the-holy-spirit/


In summary: 

BAPTISM IN THE HOLY SPIRIT ACTIVATES OUR EYES AND EARS TO SEE AND 
KNOW JESUS IN A NEW WAY!  I have found it to be an important step in learning to 
hear God’s voice. 

Prayer for Baptism in the Holy Spirit: 

Dear Lord Jesus, I renounce Satan and all my sinful ways that keep me separated 
from you. I thank you for dying on the cross in order to save me from my sins and with 
your resurrection, you bring me to new life in you. I wish to surrender myself to you 
and follow you as the Lord of my heart. I ask you to baptize me in the Holy Spirit and in 
power, that I might follow you more closely and love you more deeply all the days of 
my life. Let the gifts of the Holy Spirit come alive in me. In your precious name I pray. 
Amen! 

Challenge: 

Find some quiet time this week to put on soft, instrumental music, light a candle, say a 
prayer to the Holy Spirit and apply the four keys to hearing God’s voice.  What did you 
hear Him say to you?  If you like, read the bible either before or after and ask Jesus to 
speak to you about the passage. 

After you’ve practiced some on your own, instruct each of your children one on one 
how to use the four keys to hearing God’s voice.  Tune to His voice and record for your 
children what He says to them! 

Visit www.colleenmurphyduggan.com for more information! 

Some good journal prompts: 

• Jesus, what do you love about me? 
• Jesus, what is one thing that I’m hard on myself about that is unhelpful  

in my walk with you? 
• Jesus, where is one area of growth that I need in my daily walk with you? 
• Jesus, which character in the Bible do I remind you of the most and why?   

Take some time to read those particular bible passages and  
ask Jesus to speak to you about them.

http://www.colleenmurphyduggan.com/

