
Msgr. Pope 
Called to Be Light in the Darkness 

On MARRIAGE, he said: 
• There is an expectation that everyone wants their marriage to be IDEAL.   

If they have an ORDEAL, they want a NEW DEAL. 
• The best marriages say they went through some tough times and it was not easy.   
• We are to struggle for things that matter.  We are called to martyrdom. 

On HAPPINESS, he said: 
• There is a happiness that comes from being holy.   
• There is a false and passing happiness from simply doing things with worldly objectives.   
• For Jesus did not say “Take up your pillow and follow me.” 

On WHAT WE SHOULD DO, he said: 
• Don’t try to resolve a problem by becoming a worse version of your enemy:   

• Darkness cannot drive out darkness, only light can do that.   
• Hate cannot drive out hate, only love can do that. 
• Pride cannot drive out pride, only humility can do that.  

On WHAT WE HAVE DONE, he said: 
• We have lost courage in our time and have become quiet and silent.   
• We were not prepared for all of this and it shows.   
• We have to get our footing back and be the light. 

ON JESUS’ WORDS from Matthew 5: 
• You are the salt of the earth. But if salt loses its taste, with what can it be seasoned? It is 

no longer good for anything but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot. 
• You are the light of the world. A city set on a mountain cannot be hidden. 
• Nor do they light a lamp and then put it under a bushel basket; it is set on a lampstand, 

where it gives light to all in the house. 
• Just so, your light must shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify 

your heavenly Father. 

On FRIENDLINESS AND REBUKE, he said: 
• We live in a time where kindness = love and that is true.   
• But to love also means to rebuke when appropriate and that does not make us a hater. 
• Just because someone is angry at us does not mean we did something wrong. 
• We need more courage, not shame. 

On TOLERANCE, he said: 
• Tolerance does not mean you always have to agree with someone. 
• Rather, it means that we are not ok with what they are doing, but we are willing to work with 

them to stay in a conversation to address other problems.   
• Don’t be so open-minded that your brains fall out.  Don’t accept absurdity.   
• As Christians, we should love others too much to lie to them. 

On the COST OF OUR LIGHT, he said 
• There is no light without burning.   Shining is going to cost us.  
• How does the world react to Christians being a light? 
• They are moving from ridiculing us, to marginalizing us, and will ultimately criminalize us.  



On WALKING THE CHRISTIAN WALK.  We give glory to God by the choices we make: 
• We get married, and stay married.   
• Priest become ordained and stay holy.   
• We tell the truth instead of lying 
• We live chastely instead of fornicating 
• We behave courteously and respectfully 
• We respect life and stop behaving recklessly 
• We clean up our language 
• We give to the poor 
• We work for justice 
• We refuse to view pornographic material and call it is a victimless crime 
• We refuse violence or degrading material 
• We love instead of hate 
• We seek reconciliation instead of vengeance 
• We pray for enemy 
• We walk uprightly 
• We speak the truth in love without compromise 
• All of these are very concrete not just abstractions and generalities 

On HELL, he said: 
• Most discussion of hell in the Bible comes from mouth of Jesus 
• It is not just in the Old Testament. 
• 21 of the 38 parables are teaching on hell as Jesus warns about the day of judgement 
• We too must have to recover a sense of urgency.   
• Satan says — Here’s dessert first, I’ll send you the bill tomorrow 
• Jesus says — Here’s the cost, but wait until you see your reward in Heaven 
• If the world is in darkness, we are the only light.  


