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Are not all angels ministering spirits sent to serve those who will inherit salvation? (Heb 1:14 
NIV) 
If you say, “The Lord is my refuge,” and you make the Most High your dwelling,  no harm will 
overtake you, no disaster will come near your tent.  For he will command his angels concerning 
you to guard you in all your ways; they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike 
your foot against a stone (Ps 91:9-11 NIV) 
 
Introduction: 
 Any meaningful conversation about the mystery and ministry of angels will begin with 
the nature of creation. As Catholics, the Nicene creed embodies every aspect of our faith. You 
can call it Catholic faith at a glance. At the beginning of the Nicene creed when we affirm our 
faith in God the Father as Creator, we pray the words that will form the basis of our conversation 
today. I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible 
and invisible.1 Let us carefully dissect some of the mysteries we affirm in this article of faith: 

• God is one 

• God is Father 

• God is Almighty 

• God is maker of heaven and earth 

• God made (created) things visible and invisible 
 We believe that beyond the physical, perceptible, sensory reality of our everyday 
experience, there is another realm of existence that is purely spiritual in nature and therefore 
hidden/concealed from human eyes. Since the spiritual realm is hidden from our physical eyes, 
our experience of this realm belongs to the “eyes of faith.” 
 
Angels: 
 The revelation of the ministry of angels is a mystery. Every revelation of a dimension of 
God is packaged in mystery in order to elicit the response of faith. Since we can only know God 
by faith, the Letter to the Hebrews tells us that without faith it is impossible to please God, 
because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who 
earnestly seek him (Heb 11:6 NIV). Angels belong to that “heavenly realm” that is God’s 
dwelling place, we can only access the revelation of the existence and ministry of angels, as a 
mystery to be believed. 

 
1https://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe 
Gen 1; CCC nos. 325 and 326 



 

 

 
Angelic Identity: 
 Who are angels? The Catechism of the Catholic Church, numbers 328-335 establish a 
number of truths about angels: 

• Angels belong to the realm of the unseen 

• Angels are spiritual beings and therefore incapable of procreation (Matt 22:30) 

• “Angel” is the name of their office but they are spirits by nature 

• Christ is the center of the angelic world; He is the anchor of angelic activities (Col 1:16) 

• Angels played a very important role in the life and ministry of Jesus 

• Angels gather when the Church gathers in worship 
 
Angelic Ministry: 
  Angels have been present throughout the history of creation. Etymologically, the Greek 
word άγγελος (ángelos) is easily translated as “a messenger.” Simply put, angels are messengers, 
agents and servants of God, who carry out God’s purpose and enforce his plans. Here are a few 
of the ministry that angels carry out: 

• Angels serve the heirs of salvation (Heb 1:14) 

• They partner with the redeemed to promote the coming of the reign of God (Rev 22:9) 

• They reveal the plan of God to his servants (Lk 1:26ff) 

• They worship God unceasingly (Rev 5:11-12) 

• They fight satan and his agents (Zech 3:1-7; Rev 12:7-9) 

• They protect us from harm (Dan 3; 6) 

• They bring answers to prayers (Dan 10:12-14) 
 
How to Engage the Ministry of Angels for a Deeper Catholic Experience: 
 In his second Epistle, St. Peter makes a very insightful statement. His divine power has 
given us everything we need for a godly life through our knowledge of him who called us by his 
own glory and goodness (2 Pet 1:3). Notice that the apostle is careful to note that access to God’s 
provision “for a godly life” is “through knowledge of God.” Knowledge gives us access to 
manifold dimensions of the revelation of God. The prophet Hosea tells us: my people are 
destroyed from lack of knowledge (Hos 4:6). 



 

 

 The apostle Peter also provides us with building blocks (qualities) that will make us 
“effective and productive in Christ” and enable us to command results that will glorify God and 
further the cause of his reign on earth. 

For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, 
knowledge; and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to 
perseverance, godliness; 7 and to godliness, mutual affection; and to mutual affection, 
love. For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from 
being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ (2 Pet 1:5-
8) 

 What use is a cellphone without a carrier? What value is an unactivated bank card? You 
may have money in your account but may never be able to withdraw money to support yourself 
because of unactivated card. 
 
Keys:  

• Faith (Heb 11) - takes hold of a promise without minding sensory evidence 

• Knowledge - opens us up to the understanding of the pattern of angelic operation   

• Prayer/Fasting - provokes angelic activities 

• Sacrifices  

• Goodness (Heb 13:1-3)  

• Love (1 Cor. 13) 
 
 
 
 


