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THE PRESENTATION OF THE LORD �	FEBRUARY 2, 2020 

Dear Brother and Sisters in Christ, �

�

You are in my daily prayers and I ask for your prayers as well. These past three years as your 

pastor have been a tremendous blessing.  However, over the years, even prior to coming 

here, the strain of multiple ministries and here being a pastor of a parish, school, and campus 

ministry has affected my physical and mental health as well as my ability to serve others as I 

am called. �

�

Because of this, and because of my desire to live a long, healthy, priestly life, I reached out to 

the Archdiocese in December for assistance. Though I am not questioning my vocation to the 

priesthood, I have entered a program that helps priests and religious address various       

physical, psychological, and spiritual areas of their personal and professional lives.�

�

I do not know exactly how long I will be in this program. Because of this, I am no longer able 

to serve as Pastor of Our Lady of Victory.�

�

Archbishop Lori will appoint your next pastor hopefully soon. I pray that you will show your 

new pastor the love, warmth, and encouragement you have shown me. I am sorry for any 

way that I’ve neglected you and for any surprise or disappointment this letter causes.�

�

It has been my stated goal from Day 1 to lead you to a deeper love for Jesus in the Eucharist. 

This is one of the many reasons � it is about Jesus, no matter the priest � and loving Him in the 

Eucharist that transforms you, gathers you, and sends you to love. In my case it has also     

given me the courage to get the help I need to serve Him ever more in the future.�

�

Sincerely yours in Christ, �

�

�

�

�

Fr. John Rapisarda�

�

�

NB: If you would like to send messages of prayerful support, you may address them to:�

�

Fr. John Rapisarda�

Division of Clergy Personnel�

320 Cathedral Street � 6th Floor�

Baltimore, MD 21201�

�


