
Communion of Saints  
Healing Mass with Relics

Oct 31, 2019 at 10:15 
St. Mary of the Mills Church

“Pray for one another, that you may be healed”  
James 5:16

The TASTE Program  
(Taste And See Take…Eat) 

welcomes you to this sacred 
occasion and pray that you  

are filled with many blessings!



In anticipation of All Saints Day which is tomorrow, we have 18 
relics for veneration and blessings. Following Mass, a priest will 
come to each of you and give you a blessing and/or the 
sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick. Please note the anointing 
is reserved for the elderly, those with chronic illness, or the 
seriously ill.  

Children’s books are available in the vestibule of the church to 
keep your little ones engaged during Mass. 

Please leave the pew in front of you open, sitting in every other 
row, so that the priest can individually bless you. The side pews, 
which hold 2 persons each, can be filled normally. 

Mass is not a performance where we simply watch the priest pray, 
but rather we must be fully engaged so that our minds and voices 
are one with our Creator's healing love. Please unite your heart 
and actively pray, sing, and rejoice in this outpouring of God’s 
love. 

Concerning the healing Mass, the TASTE Program is simply 
providing the environment in which the Lord does the real work.  
It is not the priest, deacon, saint or prayer intercessor that heals 
anyone. It is the Lord.

“I, the Lord, am your healer.”  — Exodus 15:26



Opening Song 
BY ALL YOUR SAINTS STILL STRIVING  #194 

By all your saints still striving, for all Your Saints at rest,  
Your holy Name, O Jesus for ever more be blessed. 
You rose, our King victorious, that they might bear the crown  
And ever shine in splendor, reflected from Your throne.  

Apostles, prophets, martyrs, and all the noble throng 
Who wear the spotless raiment and raise the ceaseless song:  
For them and those whose witness is only known to You –  
By walking in their footsteps we give You praise anew.  

Then let us praise the Father and worship God the Son,  
And sing to God the Spirit, eternal Three in One, 
‘Til all the ransomed number who stand before the throne  
Ascribe all power and glory and praise to God alone.  

Liturgy of the Word 
FIRST READING — ROMANS 8:31B-39 

Brothers and sisters: If God is for us, who can be against 
us? He did not spare his own Son but handed him over for 
us all, how will he not also give us everything else along 
with him? Who will bring a charge against God's chosen 
ones? It is God who acquits us. Who will condemn? It is 
Christ Jesus who died, rather, was raised, who also is at 
the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. What 
will separate us from the love of Christ? Will anguish, or 
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, 
or the sword? As it is written: 

For your sake we are being slain all the day; we are 
looked upon as sheep to be slaughtered. 

No, in all these things we conquer overwhelmingly through 
him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death, 
nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor present things, 
nor future things, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor 
any other creature will be able to separate us from the love 
of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.



RESPONSORIAL PSALM — PSALM 109:21-22, 26-27,30-31 
R. (26b) Save me, O Lord, in your mercy. 
Do you, O GOD, my Lord, deal kindly with me for your 
name's sake; in your generous mercy rescue me; For I am 
wretched and poor, and my heart is pierced within me. 

R. Save me, O Lord, in your mercy. 
Help me, O LORD, my God; save me, in your mercy, And let 
them know that this is your hand; that you, O LORD, have 
done this. 
R. Save me, O Lord, in your mercy. 
I will speak my thanks earnestly to the LORD, and in the 
midst of the throng I will praise him, For he stood at the right 
hand of the poor man, to save him from those who would 
condemn his soul. 

R. Save me, O Lord, in your kindness. 

ALLELUIA — LUKE 19:38, 2:14 
R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord. Glory 
to God in the highest and on earth peace to those on whom 
his favor rests. 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 

GOSPEL — LUKE 13:31-35 
Some Pharisees came to Jesus and said, "Go away, leave 
this area because Herod wants to kill you.”  He replied, "Go 
and tell that fox, 'Behold, I cast out demons and I perform 
healings today and tomorrow, and on the third day I 
accomplish my purpose. Yet I must continue on my way 
today, tomorrow, and the following day, for it is impossible 
that a prophet should die outside of Jerusalem.’ 

“Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone 
those sent to you, how many times I yearned to gather your 
children together as a hen gathers her brood under her 
wings, but you were unwilling! Behold, your house will be 
abandoned. But I tell you, you will not see me until the time 
comes when you say, Blessed is he who comes in the name 
of the Lord.”



Prayer of the Faithful:  
R/ Lord, hear our prayer. 

For our holy Father, Pope Francis, that he might be  
strengthened with wisdom, knowledge and grace as  
he continues to lead our Church,  
we pray to the Lord, R 

For our bishops, that they may be encouraged by  
our prayers and support to heal our wounded  Church 
and lead God’s people in building a culture of life,  
we pray to the Lord, R 

For Christians worldwide being persecuted for their faith and all  
refugees fleeing for safety that they may have strength and courage 
to endure their hardships, we pray to the Lord, R 

For all priests, deacons and religious especially those present here  
this day, that their hearts may be showered with blessings for their 
unselfish “yes” to the Lord. we pray to the Lord, R 

For married couples, that they might give witness to the beauty of the 
sacrament through their love for each other and in doing so, be an 
instrument for the conversion of others, we pray to the Lord, R 

For all those discerning their vocation, that they sincerely seek and  
be open to the will of God in their lives, we pray to the Lord, R 

For the sick, especially those close to our hearts and for their  
caregivers, that they may be strengthened by our prayers and love,  
we pray to the Lord, R 

For all those who have no one to pray for them, the lost, the lonely 
 and those with mental health problems, we pray to the Lord, R 

For all of us present here today and our loved ones, that God in his 
infinite mercy, will richly shower us with blessings, strengthen us on our 
journey toward heaven, and help us to see the saints as models & 
intercessors.we pray to the Lord, R



Preparation of the Gifts 
SONG OF THE BODY OF CHRIST 

We come to share our story, 
We come to break the bread, 
We come to know our rising from the dead. 

We come as your people, We come as your own, 
United with each other, Love finds a home.   

(Refrain) 
We are called to heal the broken, to be hope for the poor, 
We are called to feed the hungry at our door.   

(Refrain) 
Bread of life and cup of promise, In this meal we all are one. 
In our dying and our rising, May your kingdom come.   

(Refrain) 
You will lead and we shall follow, You will be the breath of life; 
living water, We are thirsting for your light.  

(Refrain) 
We will live and sing your praises,"Alleluia" is our song. 
May we live in love and peace our whole life long. 

Communion Song 
BLEST ARE THEY 

Blest are they, the poor in spirit; theirs is the kingdom of God. 
Blest are they, full of sorrow, they shall be consoled. 
Rejoice and be glad! Blessed are you; Holy are you! 
Rejoice and be glad! Yours is the Kingdom of God! 

Blest are they, the lowly ones; they shall inherit the earth. 
Blest are they, who hunger and thirst; they shall have their fill 

(Refrain) 
Blest are they who show mercy; mercy shall be theirs. 
Blest are they, the pure of heart; they shall see God! 

(Refrain) 
Blest are they who seek peace; they are the children of God. 
Blest are they who suffer in faith, the glory of God is theirs. 

(Refrain) 
Blest are you who suffer hate all because of me. 
Rejoice and be glad, yours is the kingdom, shine for all to see 

(Refrain)



Immediately following Mass, please remain in your pew for an 
individual blessing or an anointing (if seriously ill). A relic will be 
touched to your forehead. Once mass has ended, Confessions 
will be heard. All relics will be available to venerate 

Our Sisters and Deacons will be 
tending to the relics. Please do 
not take the relics away from 
the tables as they are precious 
& have been borrowed. The 
Sisters & Deacons are available 
to pray with you as well.  Oh 
Mary, Queen of the Angels and 
Saints, Pray for us! 

Please remember that Jesus is in the tabernacle and therefore we 
are in His presence. As you hold the relic, unite yourself with 
Jesus and ask your saint (who’s already in heaven) to intercede 
for you! 

Thank You 
• PRIESTS, DEACONS, SEMINARIANS — Special thanks to  

Fr. Anthony Lickteig (our main celebrant), Msgr. Mike Wilson, 
Fr. Christian Huebner, Fr. Jim McCormack, Fr. Gabriel Cillo,  
Fr. Rob Katafiasz, Deacon Bob Gignilliat, and Deacon Jim Munno 
for celebrating Mass, helping to administer the sacraments, and 
encouraging us on our journey. Thank you for your “yes”.  We also 
appreciate the support & prayers from Seminarian Tom Robertson. 

• SISTERS — We appreciate the support of the Servants of the Lord, 
the Pallotti Sisters for taking special care of the relics. Thank you! 

• MUSIC MINISTRY — We are grateful to Gina Marie Iampieri for 
sharing her beautiful voice and for Deb Harkcom’s musical talent.   

• ALL — To all those present today, thank you for joining in this 
heavenly celebration! May God bless each of you! 

• PRINTING — We are so grateful to Kathy for providing her printing 
services for this program.  



HEALINGS OVER TIME
• Jesus — 4 Gospels overflow with His healing miracles.
• Apostles— The Acts of the Apostles captures healings

▪ Stephen — Acts 6:8 
▪ Philip — Acts 8:6-7 
▪ Peter — Acts 3:1-10; 5:15; 9:33-34, 40-41 
▪ Paul — Acts 14:3, 8-10; 15:12; 19: 11-12; 20:9-10; 28: 8-9  

• Saints — The Church investigates & documents healings.
▪

CLASSES OF RELICS
• Relics are physical objects that have a direct association 

with the saints or with Our Lord. 
• 1st class relics — the body or fragments of the body of a 

saint, such as pieces of bone or flesh. 
• 2nd class relics — something that a saint personally 

owned, such as a shirt or book (or fragments thereof). 
• 3rd class relics — those items that a saint touched or that 

have been touched to a first, second, or another third class 
relic of a saint.

CAUSE OF HEALING
• In sacred scripture, God has brought about a healing using 

a material object.  The vehicle for the healing was the 
touching of that object. 

• However, it is very important to note that the cause of the 
healing is God and the relics are a means through which He 
acts.  Relics are not magic & do not contain a power that is 
their own; a power separate from God.  

• Any good that comes about through a relic is God’s doing.  
But, the fact that God chooses to use the relics of saints to 
work healing & miracles tells us that He wants to draw our 
attention to the saints as “models & intercessors” (CCC 
828).

PERSPECTIVES ON RELICS
• We do not worship, we do not adore, for fear that we should 

bow down to the creature rather than to the Creator, but we 
venerate the relics of the martyrs in order the better to 
adore Him whose martyrs they are.”  — St. Jerome



VENERATING RELICS
• Do Honor & Respect — When venerating a relic, it is most 

appropriate to show honor and respect to the saint by 
performing a simple exterior gesture. Piety is often 
expressed by kissing or touching the relic or simply 
standing near the relic in a prayerful attitude, raising one’s 
heart & mind to God and invoking the intercession of the 
saint. Other acceptable gestures: signing oneself with the 
sign of the cross or kneeling in front of the relic in prayer.

• Don’t Worship or Adore — A person should not genuflect 
before the relic in a way similar to genuflecting before the 
Blessed Sacrament. Christ alone is reserved for that type of 
veneration. 

PROPER PRESERVATION OF RELICS
• The Code of Canon Law (#1190) absolutely forbids the 

selling of sacred relics. They cannot be “validly alienated or 
perpetually transferred” without permission of the Holy 
See.  Any relic today would have proper documentation 
attesting to its authenticity.  

• Canon 1237 supports the proper place for relics in our 
Catholic practice. It states, “The ancient tradition of keeping 
the relics of martyrs and other saints under a fixed altar is 
to be preserved according to the norms given in the 
liturgical books,”

STRIVE FOR SANCTITY
• Relics remind us of the holiness of a saint & his 

cooperation in God’s work.  At the same time, relics inspire 
us to ask for the prayers of that saint and to beg the grace 
of God to live the same kind a faith-filled life.

• Venerating the relics of saints is a beautiful practice that 
brings us close to those who walked before us in the sign of 
faith. They “ran the race” & reached the end goal of 
Heaven. 

• Seeing their relics & touching them can incite in us a 
greater urgency to strive for sanctity so we can meet these 
holy men & women at the end our time on earth.



Relics 
▪ St. Agnes - Virgin Martyr 
▪ St. Casimir - Polish Prince 
▪ St. Columba - Abbot 
▪ St. Elizabeth Ann Seton  

- Foundress of the Sisters of Charity of St. Joseph’s 
▪ St. Francis Xavier - Missionary, Society of Jesus 
▪ St. George - Martyr 
▪ St. John the Baptist - Precursor 
▪ St. John Mary Vianney, TOSF  

- Cure of Ars, Patron Saint of Priests 
▪ St. Louis Marie Grignon de Montfort  

- Priest, Author of Rosary Devotions 
▪ St. Mary Magdalene - Penitent 
▪ St. Mary Magdalene de Pazzi, O.Carm.  

- Carmelite Nun, Mystic 
▪ Pope St. Pius X - Supreme Pontiff 
▪ St. Stephen - Protomartyr 
▪ St. Therese  of Lisieux 
▪ Saints Louis and Zelie Martin 
▪ St. Thomas Aquinas 
▪ Blessed Francis Xavier Seelos 
▪ The Blessed Virgin Mary 

2nd class relic of a piece of her veil 

What is the meaning of the “Communion of Saints”?  
This expression indicates first of all the common sharing of all the 
members of the Church in holy things (sancta): the faith, the 
sacraments, especially the Eucharist, the charisms, and the other 
spiritual gifts. This expression also refers to the communion between 
holy persons (sancti); that is, between those who by grace are united 
to the dead and risen Christ. Some are pilgrims on the earth; others, 
having passed from this life, are undergoing purification and are 
helped also by our prayers. Others already enjoy the glory of God and 
intercede for us. All of these together form in Christ one family, the 
Church, to the praise and glory of the Trinity. (Compendium of the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church, 194 and 195).



PRAYER FOR A NEW LIFE IN CHRIST 
Lord, You invite all who are burdened to come to You. 

Allow your healing hand to heal me. 

Touch my soul with Your compassion for others. 

Touch my heart with Your courage and infinite love for all. 

Touch my mind with Your wisdom, that my mouth may always 
proclaim Your praise. 

Teach me to reach out to You in my need, and help me to lead 
others to You by my example. 

Most loving Heart of Jesus, bring me health in body and spirit 
that I may serve You with all my strength. 

Touch gently this life which You have created, now and forever. 
Amen.

PRAYER FOR CLEANSING AND PURIFYING 
Lord, look upon me with eyes of mercy, may your healing 
hand rest upon me, may your life-giving powers flow into 
every cell of my body and into the depths of my soul, 
cleansing, purifying, restoring me to wholeness and 
strength for service in your Kingdom.



The TASTE Program 
All women are encouraged to join TASTE every Thursday 
morning to learn the Truths of our Faith!   

Our Mission 
To REVEAL the beauty of Catholicism through authentic Church 
teaching offered by priests and lay persons on fire for their faith; 

To LEAD women to a deeper appreciation of their feminine dignity 
through prayer, study and fellowship founded on the transformative 
love of Christ; 

To ENCOURAGE priests in their ministry through prayer, sacrifice & 
generous assistance in building up the Body of Christ. 

Why Come? 
The short answer is because: 

• We have enriching speakers & relevant topics each 
week! 

• The fellowship between members is amazing! 

• Childcare is lovingly provided by Sisters of the Servants 
of the Lord! 

To Register or Get More Info 
Please go to: www.TasteProgram.com


