
 

 

           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1. What do you want to remember from this talk as your main takeaway?

 
 
 
 
 

2. Being a daughter of the King also makes 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Susan quoted Saint Therese of Lisieux 
What are your favorite qualities in Our Blessed Mother (the Queen)?
next week? 

 
 
 
 
 

4. Why did the mother (vs. the wife) of the king receive the title of “queen?”  ( see page 2)
 
 
 
 
 

5. Have you had a personal encounter with the Queen of Heaven that you can share with the group?
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CCC 487:  What the Catholic faith believes about Mary is based on what it believes about Christ, 
and what it teaches about Mary illumines in turn its faith in Ch
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What do you want to remember from this talk as your main takeaway? 

makes you a daughter of the Queen.  What makes Her so beautiful to you?

Saint Therese of Lisieux as saying “She (the Blessed Mother) prefers imitation
in Our Blessed Mother (the Queen)?   What will you try to imitate over this 

Why did the mother (vs. the wife) of the king receive the title of “queen?”  ( see page 2)

Have you had a personal encounter with the Queen of Heaven that you can share with the group?
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What makes Her so beautiful to you? 

imitation to admiration,” 
What will you try to imitate over this  

Why did the mother (vs. the wife) of the king receive the title of “queen?”  ( see page 2) 

Have you had a personal encounter with the Queen of Heaven that you can share with the group?  

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What the Catholic faith believes about Mary is based on what it believes about Christ,  
rist. 



 

 

Is Mary’s Queenship Biblical? 
by Edward Sri  

 
Mary’s title as “Queen of Heaven and Earth” is a great scandal to many non-Catholic Christians. After all, the 
Bible doesn’t mention anything about there being a queen in God’s kingdom.  One biblical theme, however, 
serves as a key for unlocking the mystery of Mary’s queenship: the Old Testament tradition of the “queen 
mother” in the Davidic kingdom. 
 

In the monarchy of King David, as well as in other ancient 
kingdoms of the Near East, the mother of the ruling king held 
an important office in the royal court and played a key part in 
the process of dynastic succession. In fact, the 
king’s mother ruled as queen, not his wife.  The great pre-
eminence of the king’s mother may seem odd from our 
modern Western perspective, in which we think of a queen as 
being the wife of a king. However, recall that most ancient 
Near-Eastern kings practiced polygamy. King Solomon had 
seven hundred wives (1 Kgs. 11:3)—imagine the chaos in the 
royal court if all seven hundred were awarded the queenship! 
But since each king had only one mother, one can see the 
practical wisdom in bestowing the queenship upon her. 
 
A number of Old Testament passages reflect the important role of the queen mother in the Davidic kingdom. 
For example, almost every time the narrative of 1 and 2 Kings introduces a new monarch in Judah, it mentions 
the king’s mother as well, showing the mother’s intimate involvement in her royal son’s reign. Her royal office 
is also described by the prophet Jeremiah, who tells how the queen mother possessed a throne and a crown, 
symbolic of her position of authority in the kingdom (Jer. 13:18, 20).  
 

Probably the clearest example of the queen mother’s role is that of Bathsheba, wife of David and mother of 
Solomon. Scholars have noted the excellence of Bathsheba’s position in the kingdom once she became queen 
mother during Solomon’s rule. Compare the humble attitude of Bathsheba as spouse of King David (1 Kgs. 
1:16–17, 31) with her majestic dignity as mother of the next king, Solomon (1 Kgs. 2:19–20). As spouse of the 
king, Bathsheba bows with her face to the ground and does obeisance to her husband, David, upon entering his 
royal chamber. In striking contrast, after her son Solomon assumed the throne and she became queen mother, 
Bathsheba receives a glorious reception upon meeting with her royal son:  “So Bathsheba went to King 
Solomon, to speak to him on behalf of Adonijah. And the king rose to meet her, and bowed down to her; then 
he sat on his throne and had a seat brought for the king’s mother; and she sat on his right. Then she said, ‘I have 
one small request to make of you; do not refuse me.’ And the king said to her, ‘Make your request, my mother; 
for I will not refuse you’” (1 Kgs. 2:19–20).  This account reveals the sovereign prerogatives of the queen 
mother. Note how the king rises and bows as she enters. Bathsheba’s seat at the king’s right hand has the 
greatest significance. In the Bible, the right hand is the place of ultimate honor. Thus, the queen mother sitting 
at the king’s right hand symbolizes her sharing in the king’s royal authority and illustrates how she holds the 
most important position in the kingdom, second only to the king. 
 

Understanding Mary as queen mother sheds light on her important intercessory role in the Christian life. Just 
like the queen mother of the Davidic kingdom, Mary serves as advocate for the people in the Kingdom of God 
today. Thus, we should approach our queen mother with confidence, knowing that she carries our petitions to 
her royal son and that he responds to her as Solomon did to Bathsheba: “I will never refuse you.” 
 

found at: https://www.catholic.com/magazine/print-edition/is-marys-queenship-biblical 
 


