
 

 

           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1. What point(s) do you want to remember from this talk as your main takeaway?

 
 
 
 

2. What challenges do you face in living out your Cat
do you have new ideas on how to overcome these challenges?

 
 
 
 
 

3. Did anything about the talk surprise you or 
 
 
 
 

4. What is the purpose of Christian morality (see back)?   H
vs. “wrong”? 

 
 
 
 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________________
 

 
Bible Verse, CCC, or Saint Quote

 

Do not conform yourselves to this age  
but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, 
that you may discern what is the will of God, 
what is good and pleasing and perfect. 
                                                           Romans: 12:2
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do you want to remember from this talk as your main takeaway? 

challenges do you face in living out your Catholic Faith in a secular world?  After listening to this talk, 
do you have new ideas on how to overcome these challenges? 

Did anything about the talk surprise you or provide you with new information? 

What is the purpose of Christian morality (see back)?   How does this change your outlook about “right” 

____________________________________________________________________________________________
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After listening to this talk,  
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Excerpts from: THE SPLENDOR OF TRUTH IN 2017 
by Charles J. Chaput 

 
John Paul’s great encyclical, Veritatis Splendor, or the “splendor of truth,” was written to 
encourage a renewal in Catholic moral theology and a return to its classical Catholic roots, 
Veritatis Splendor (1993) grounds itself in a few simple convictions. Briefly put: Truth exists, 
whether we like it or not. We don’t create truth; we find it, and we have no power to change it 
to our tastes. The truth may not make us comfortable, but it does make us free.  Knowing and 
living the truth ennobles our lives; it is the only path to lasting happiness. 
 
In the years that have passed since the encyclical was published, the crisis of truth has only 
seemed to grow. Our age is one of cleverness and irony, not real intellect and character. We in 
the wealthy nations enjoy astonishing technical progress and material comforts. There are 
wounds to man’s self-understanding and moral reasoning caused by the events of the last 
century.  These wounds spread a peculiar kind of confusion into our public discourse, political 
institutions, popular culture, the lives of religious believers, and entire communities of faith—
including, at times, the Church herself.  Today the wisdom of Veritatis Splendor is more 
urgently needed than ever. 
 
It’s common, even among people who identify as Catholics, to assume that the Church’s moral 
guidance is essentially about imposing rules, rules that breed a kind of moral legalism.  No 
version of legalism, however, can capture the real meaning of the Gospel, which is the 
promise of new life in Jesus Christ. Legalism of whatever sort sees God’s law as a limit (or 
even a threat) to human freedom. 
  
Proper Christian morality, however, is about seeking fellowship with God, which is our true 
happiness, the goal of our human existence. Yes, moral rules, laws, and commandments do 
exist. But they have value because they point to something far more profound: how to live in 
order to grow in virtue and attain fullness of life.  This truth—that Christian morality is not a 
clutch of dead legalisms but a path to happiness—was a key theme of John Paul’s ministry.  
He wanted the Church to recover her zeal in affirming that no richer life exists than one lived 
in the fullness of truth. 
  
In contrast to moral legalism, the believer can be assured that if an action itself is not rightly 
ordered to God, (even when we have a good reason and the noblest intention in the world), 
it’s still wrong.  Its “wrongness” is not merely the result of violating some commandment or 
duty. It’s not the law or the commandment that “makes” the action wrong. Rather, even under 
the best circumstances, an intrinsically evil act leads us away from God, who is the supreme 
good. It wounds us, injures others, blocks our path to true happiness, and produces real evil. 
 
To be fully human, is to live in the truth. And we can do this even in dire circumstances 
because we are always able to refrain from doing that which is intrinsically evil. To resist the 
temptation of adultery, to refuse to procure or perform an abortion, to refrain from mouthing 
falsehoods—even the most ordinary person who struggles with his own sinfulness (as we all 
do) is capable of living in the truth. This is why John Paul II thought the classical notion of 
intrinsically evil acts to be so vital. It’s the dimension of moral theology that frames truth in 
the clearest of terms. And it is the clarity of the truth (and its rejection of that dull gray cult of 
moral ambiguity that numbs the soul before killing it) that speaks most directly to our desire 
for fullness of life. 
 

Extracted from: https://www.firstthings.com/article/2017/10/the-splendor-of-truth-in-2017 


