
1. What were the highlights of Joan’s exploration of Women in the Bible?  Was there a particular account that 
touched your heart?  What spoke to you?

2. In the Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC 369) we learn that:

 Man and woman have been created, which is to say, willed by God: on the one hand, in perfect equality as human 
persons; on the other, in their respective beings as man and woman. “Being man” or “being woman” is a reality 
which is good and willed by God: man and woman possess an inalienable dignity which comes to them immediately 
from God their Creator. Man and woman are both with one and the same dignity “in the image of God.” In their 
“being-man” and “being-woman,” they reflect the Creator’s wisdom and goodness.  

Please re-write this passage from the Catechism in your own words so that a 4th grader could understand and 
see the beauty of this truth.

3. Please see the back side and read about the two women.  Do you more readily identify with Hannah or the 
woman who was cured?

a. What part of their encounter with the Lord inspires you?

TASTE Reflection Questions #9
2017 - 2018

The Women of Scripture 
Joan Watson

www.tasteprogram.com “Not my will but yours be done.” Lk 22:42Called according To 
HIS Purpose!



Hannah: a Woman of Persistence, Prayer & Integrity
The story of Hannah can be seen in three episodes:
1. She is childless and unhappy (1 Samuel 1-8), because she has no children and is tormented by 

Peninn’nah, her husband’s other wife. Hannah waits for God 
to hear the prayer of a barren woman.

2. On a visit  to God’s shrine at Shiloh, Hannah makes a vow   
(1 Samuel 9-19). Hiding near the temple entrance, Hannah 
promises that  if God gives her a son, she will dedicate him as 
a Nazirite (a holy man of God). Watching her anguished 
prayer, Eli the priest at the shrine thinks she is drunk, but 
she is able to convince him her prayer is sincere. He prays 
for her, that God will grant her request.

3. Hannah fulfills her vow. (1 Samuel 19-28, 2:1-10, 18-21).  
Hannah names her son, Samuel (which means “God hears”). 
Even though it must  have caused her immeasurable pain, she 
honors her promise to God and takes her little son to be 
raised by the priests at  Shiloh. As she presented her son, 
Hannah made a special prayer of thanksgiving to God, 
beginning with “My heart  rejoices in the Lord; in the Lord my horn is lifted high” (1 Samuel 2: 
1-10). This song has special significance for Christians: the Magnificat, spoken by Mary the 
mother of Jesus and recorded in Luke’s gospel, is modeled on the Song of Hannah. Hannah leaves 
Samuel to be schooled by Eli, but visits him every year, taking a linen garment called an ‘ephod’ 
which marks her son as having priestly status.

Jesus cures the Crippled Woman (Luke 13:10-17) 

Jesus was teaching in a synagogue on the Sabbath. Among 
his listeners was a crippled woman. Her body was bent 
over so that  she could not  stand straight; she could not look 
upwards or forwards.  The shape of her body, always bent 
over towards the ground was a symbol of people who lack 
hope; people who are stunted and distorted by ignorance, 
prejudice or anger. 

With Jesus’ help we can lift  our vision upwards towards 
God, and be hopeful.  Jesus called the woman to the center 
of the synagogue and told her that  she was free from 
whatever had twisted her body into a deformed shape.  He 
put  his hands on her and immediately she was able to 
straighten her body. Now she could look upwards, and see 
forwards.  It  was not just her body that was healed, but her 
soul as well.  Her immediate response was to praise God.  
This woman’s encounter with Jesus inspires us to seek the 
Lord for the healing we need to spiritually straighten 
ourselves to a standing position, where we see upwards to 
God for inspiration.
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