
1. What was new and meaningful to you in Fr. DeAscanis’s talk?

2.	The apostle John teaches us, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God.” (John 1:1).  Read “Divine Inspiration & Inerrancy of Scripture” on back. Over the 
course of this next week, please take this great and beautiful mystery to prayer.  Do you see how 
Jesus is both the living and the written Word of God?

3. St. Jerome (feast day 9/30) firmly insists that “ignorance of Scripture is ignorance of Christ.”  (see 
The Word on back)  This is a strong exhortation from a Father and Doctor of the Catholic Church urging 
all Christians to recognize that serious bible study is a necessity - not an optional luxury.
   
     a. Please share some ways that you study the Scriptures.  Do you read the Scriptures on a daily basis?  

					b.	Please share a favorite scripture verse and explain why it “speaks” to you. 
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Divine Inspiration and Inerrancy of Scripture

The Church teaches that just as Jesus was "true God and true man," the Bible is truly a work of 
human authors and at the same time is truly the work of God as the divine author. 

This is the mystery of the divine "inspiration" of Scripture (see 2 Timothy 3:16). The word "inspired" 
in the Greek, literally means "God-breathed." And that’s a good way to think about the inspiration of 
Scripture. Just as God fashioned Adam out of the clay of the earth and blew the breath of life into 
him (see Genesis 2:7), God breathes His Spirit into the words of the human authors of Scripture and 
makes them the Living Word of God. 

The way the Church explains it, it happened like this: The human authors used their literary skills, 
ideas and other talents in writing the pages of the Bible. But while they were writing, God was acting 
in them so that what they wrote was exactly what He wanted them to write (see Vatican II’s Dei 
Verbum,  nos. 11-12: Catechism, nos. 105-107).  The human writers were "true authors" of Scripture, 
and so was God. 

Because God is its co-author, and because God cannot err or make mistakes, we say that whatever we 
read in the Bible is true, free from "error" and has been put there for our salvation. This is called the 
"inerrancy" of Scripture.

It’s important, however, to always read the Bible on its own terms. The Bible doesn’t set out to teach 
modern history, science or geography or biography. So we shouldn’t try to compare what it says 
about the creation of the world, for instance, to what modern science teaches us. 5

That doesn’t mean the Bible is ever wrong. The Bible, entire and whole, is true and without error - 
not only in what it teaches about faith and morals, but also what it says about historical events and 
personages. It will never lead us astray. But we have to interpret it responsibly - we have to 
understand that it is giving us history and natural events from a "religious" and divine perspective, 
and often uses symbolic language to convey meaning.   (“Genesis to Jesus” bible study by Scott 
Hahn) 

The Word
The word of God is Scripture. The Word of God is Jesus (see John 1:1). This close association 

between God’s written word and his eternal Word is intentional and has been the custom of the Church 
since the first  generation. “All Sacred Scripture is but one book, and this one book is Christ, ‘because all 
divine Scripture speaks of Christ, and all divine Scripture is fulfilled in Christ’ ” (CCC 134). This does 
not mean that the Scriptures are divine in the same way that Jesus is divine. They  are, rather, divinely 
inspired and, as such, are unique in world literature, just as the Incarnation of the eternal Word is unique 
in human history.

Yet we can say that the inspired word resembles the incarnate Word in several important ways. Jesus 
Christ is the Word of God incarnate. In his humanity, he is like us in all things, except for sin. As a work 
of man, the Bible is like any other book, except without error. Both Christ and Scripture, says the 
Second Vatican Council, are given “for the sake of our salvation” (Dei Verbum 11), and both give us 
God’s definitive revelation of himself. We cannot, therefore, conceive of one without the other: the Bible 
without Jesus, or Jesus without  the Bible. Each is the interpretive key to the other. And because Christ is 
the subject of all the Scriptures, St. Jerome insists, “Ignorance of the Scriptures is ignorance of 
Christ” (CCC 133).

 Excerpts from “Introduction, Commentaries and notes” by Scott Hanh and Curtis Mitch in The Ignatius Catholic 
Study Bible.  Ignatius Press, 2011.


