
             

 

1. What was the most outstanding thing you gleaned from Fr. Shaffer’s talk?  Please elaborate. 

2. In Romans 8:15 we read, THE SPIRIT YOU RECEIVED DOES NOT MAKE YOU SLAVES, SO THAT YOU LIVE IN FEAR AGAIN;  
RATHER, THE SPIRIT YOU RECEIVED BROUGHT ABOUT YOUR ADOPTION TO SONSHIP.   

           AND BY HIM WE CRY, “ABBA, FATHER.” 
What is a time in your life that you were relieved from fear by the Spirit of God?  Can you think of 
someone in your life who might benefit from hearing your testimony in this regard? 

3. What are the 3 main topics in the letter to the Romans (page 2)?   
Which topic, in your opinion, is most relevant to our Church today? 
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Themes and Characteristics  
     Romans is a work of profound theological 
reflection. As such, it has probably influenced 
Christian thinking and history more than any other 
epistle of Paul. It is his longest letter and, in the 
eyes of many, his most mature. Indeed, Paul had 
been preaching and defending the gospel for two 
decades before he wrote Romans, leaving us a 
work that is stamped with the imprint of his 
wisdom, depth, and spiritual energy. Even more 
than his other writings, however, Romans is full of 
things that are “hard to understand” (2 Pet 3:16). 
His style is more formal than usual, and his 
thoughts weave back and forth through a maze of 
theological mysteries concerning sin, judgment, 
righteousness, justification, sanctification, 
salvation, suffering, law, grace, sonship, election, 
mercy, sacrifice, and the triune God. If any NT 
epistle can claim to resemble a theological treatise, 
it is Romans. 

The body of Romans divides neatly into three major parts. (1) Salvation in Christ (1:16–8:39). The letter 
begins with a sweeping indictment of mankind, declaring the world guilty before God. Here Paul states that the 
cancer of human rebellion that spread rampantly among the pagans (1:18–32) has also infected Israel (2:1–
3:20). As a result, all nations without distinction stand trapped in the same predicament: entangled in sin and in 
desperate need of salvation (3:23). God responds to this tragedy by sending forth his Son, Jesus Christ, whose 
dying and rising rescues the fallen family of Adam and restores them to a righteous standing with God (5:1–21). 
At several points throughout this section Paul reflects deeply on the mystery of sin (6:12–23; 7:7–25) and the 
salvation we experience in Christ through the Spirit (8:1–39).  

(2) Restoration of Israel (9:1–11:36). The central section of Romans examines the place of Israel in the new 
economy of grace. Though many in Israel have repudiated the gospel, Paul insists that God has not abandoned 
his covenant people but is planning to save “all Israel” in Christ (11:26–27). This, according to Paul, is 
consistent with the pattern of God’s dealings with Israel in the Scriptures. These chapters also examine how the 
Gentiles are related to Israel as branches grafted onto the trunk of an olive tree (11:17–24).  

(3) Christian Living and Epilogue (12:1–16:23). The final chapters of Romans are a practical application of 
the theology expounded in earlier chapters. Here Paul considers the obligations of the believer in the Church 
and society. His catechesis follows the main contours of Jesus’ teaching in the Gospels (12:9–21). In this section 
we find Paul’s most explicit instructions on the Christian’s relation to the State (13:1–7) and the need for 
believers to exercise Christian freedom with prudence, lest we cause others to fall (14:1–23).


