
             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Did you learn something new about the priest’s role in the Eucharist?  Please explain.  If you did not learn 
something new, what most grabbed your attention? 

 
 
 
 

2. Read these excerpts from the Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC).   Are you amazed that the prayers we 
hear in Mass today are so similar to prayers from the second century?  (CCC 1345).  Do you have a renewed 
appreciation for how very much we need our priests to bring us Jesus?  How can you support your priest(s) in his 
vocation as he strives to grow in holiness? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1345 As early as the second century we have the witness of St. Justin Martyr for the basic lines of the 
order of the Eucharistic celebration. They have stayed the same until our own day for all the great 
liturgical families. St. Justin wrote ….. Around the year 155, explaining what Christians did: 

On the day we call the day of the sun, all who dwell in the city or country gather in the same place. 
The memoirs of the apostles and the writings of the prophets are read,(liturgy of the Word) as 
much as time permits.  When the reader has finished, he who presides (Priest) over those gathered 
admonishes and challenges them to imitate these beautiful things (homily).   Then we all rise 
together and offer prayers* for ourselves . . .and for all others, (Prayers of the Faithful) wherever 
they may be, so that we may be found righteous by our life and actions, and faithful to the 
commandments, so as to obtain eternal salvation. When the prayers are concluded we exchange 
the kiss. (Sign of Peace).  Then someone brings bread and a cup of water and wine mixed together to 
him who presides over the brethren.  He takes them and offers praise and glory to the Father of the 
universe, through the name of the Son and of the Holy Spirit and for a considerable time he gives 
thanks (in Greek: eucharistian) that we have been judged worthy of these gifts (Eucharistic Prayer).   
When he has concluded the prayers and thanksgivings, all present give voice to an acclamation by 
saying: 'Amen.'  When he who presides has given thanks and the people have responded, those 
whom we call deacons give to those present the "eucharisted" bread, wine and water (Communion)   

 
1348 All gather together. Christians come together in one place for the Eucharistic assembly. At its 
head is Christ himself, the principal agent of the Eucharist. He is high priest of the New Covenant; it is 
he himself who presides invisibly over every Eucharistic celebration. It is in representing him that the 
bishop or priest acting in the person of Christ the head (in persona Christi capitis) presides over the 
assembly, speaks after the readings, receives the offerings, and says the Eucharistic Prayer 
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What Do Priests Do?” 
By Fr. Josh Waltz of the Diocese of Bismarck North Dakota 

 
 
Priests celebrate the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass  
 
There was an elderly woman in my parish who was very faithful, loved the Mass and loved her priest! One day 
I was informed that she had been diagnosed with cancer and would not live much longer. As the weeks 
progressed I would randomly go to the care center and pray with her, and she would often talk about the Mass. 
One evening as I was preparing my schedule for the following day, I realized that the Mass I was scheduled to 
take was being taken by another priest and I had forgotten to take it off my schedule. It just so happened that 
this Mass was on my day off so I was relieved that I could sleep in a bit and celebrate Mass on my own later 
that day. 
 
That night as I knelt down to say night prayer this thought popped into my head that I should go and celebrate 
a private Mass for this elderly woman who was dying. I decided to do it. The next day I got all my stuff 
prepared to celebrate the Mass and I drove up to the care center. As I walked in the family was gathered in the 
waiting area and all of them simultaneously looked at me with a great expression of surprise. One of them said, 
“Father, are you here to celebrate Mass?” I said, “Yes, last night I felt like Jesus wanted me to come here and 
celebrate a private Mass for your mom.” The daughter looked at me and said, “What time?” I responded, “I 
suppose around 10:30 or 11:00.” 
 
She was shocked and said, “Last night around that same time we found mom out of her bed with her dress on 
and putting on makeup. During the day yesterday she was in so much pain she couldn’t even move and now 
she was up and walking around. We asked her what she was doing and she said that she was getting ready to 
go to Mass. We thought she was losing her mind but now that you are here, we are amazed!” I then walked to 
her room and as I entered she was talking to someone. She looked over at me with a face full of light and love 
and said, “Father, I knew you would come!” I felt like I had interrupted a conversation so I asked, “Is it okay to 
come in?” and she said, “Of course!” I asked her who she was talking to and she said, “Jesus of course, can’t 
you see him?” I couldn’t believe what was going on!  I proceeded to set up for Mass and we had a beautiful 
Mass together with the family. After she received the Eucharist, she went to sleep and I was informed that 
shortly after the Mass she passed away. 
 

 
 

 
“Without the sacrament of Holy Orders, we would not have the 
Lord. Who put him there in that tabernacle? The priest. Who 
welcomed your soul at the beginning of your life? The priest. 
Who feeds your soul and gives it strength for its journey? The 
priest. Who will prepare it to appear before God, bathing it one 
last time in the blood of Jesus Christ? The priest, always the 
priest. And if this soul should happen to die (as a result of 
sin), who will raise it up, who will restore its calm and peace? 
Again, the priest…After God, the priest is everything! Only in 
heaven will he fully realize what he is.”                                                               
-St. John Vianney  
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