
             

 

1. What most impressed you in Sr. Mary Michael’s talk?  Why? 

2. Sr. Mary Michael discussed the relationship between the Law and Grace.   Why does the Law produce 
“minimal excellence” while the Law of Grace can bring us to perfection in the Holy Spirit? 

3.  “DO NOT CONFORM TO THE PATTERN OF THIS WORLD, BUT BE TRANSFORMED BY THE RENEWING OF YOUR MIND.  
 THEN YOU WILL BE ABLE TO TEST AND APPROVE WHAT GOD’S WILL IS—HIS GOOD, PLEASING AND PERFECT 
 WILL.”  (Romans 12:2) 
 In what area(s) is the Lord showing you that you need renewal in your thoughts?   
 How are you cooperating with the Holy Spirit in this regard? 

4. What vice did the Christians in Rome suffer that is still a problem in Christian communities today 
(page 2)? 
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Author  and  Date  Ancient and modern commentators agree that the Apostle Paul wrote Romans. His name is 
attached to it (1:1), and its contents are consistent with our knowledge of Paul’s mind and ministry from the 
Book of Acts and his other NT epistles. It is similarly agreed that Paul must have written the letter during the 
final months of his third missionary tour (Acts 18:23–21:16), probably during the winter of late A.D. 57 or early 
58. This is based on information from Romans 15, where Paul mentions his fund-raising efforts in Macedonia 
and Achaia (modern Greece) for “the poor among the saints at Jerusalem” (15:26). According to Acts 20:1–3, 
Paul went through these regions just before setting out for Jerusalem with the relief offering in A.D. 58.  

Destination In Paul’s day, Rome was the imperial 
capital of the Roman Empire and the most 
populated metropolis of the Mediterranean world. 
Although predominantly pagan and notoriously 
corrupt, the city was also home to more than a 
dozen Jewish synagogues. The birth of 
Christianity in Rome is one of the unsolved 
puzzles of history. The good news may have first 
reached the city through Jewish pilgrims returning 
from Jerusalem (Acts 2:10). Tradition also 
remembers the Apostle Peter ministering in the 
capital during the 40s.  Whatever its first contact 
with the gospel, Rome had a glowing reputation 
for its faith by the time Paul wrote to the Christian 
community (Rom 1:8). Hints scattered throughout the letter suggest the Roman Church at this time was a mixed 
community of Jewish (2:17; 7:1) and Gentile believers (11:13; 15:15–16). The majority were probably Gentiles, 
since most of the individual names listed in chapter 16 are Greco-Roman and only a handful are distinctively 
Semitic. In any case, many scholars hold that the Roman Church was still closely associated with the synagogue 
communities of the city where it seems to have first taken root. 

Purpose  Three principal aims underlie the Letter to the Romans. (1) Paul wrote to introduce himself and his 
teaching to the Roman Christians in preparation for his planned visit (1:11–13). The Church in Rome was one 
of the few to which Paul wrote before making a personal visit. (2) Paul hoped to establish the Roman Church as 
his missionary base for a new phase of evangelization. Having completed his work in the eastern 
Mediterranean, Paul was now ready to turn his attention and energies toward Spain in the west (15:23–24). The 
letter is Paul’s initial attempt to enlist the support of the Romans in carrying out these apostolic plans.  

Finally, (3) Paul also hoped to ease tensions that were straining the unity and fellowship of the Roman Church 
itself. Boasting, it seems, was a problem for Jews and Gentiles alike: the Jews took pride in the blessings and 
advantages of the Old Covenant not shared by the Gentiles (2:1–3:20); and the Gentiles claimed to have 
replaced Israel as the new and beloved people of God (11:13–32). For this reason, Paul argues at length for the 
unity and equality of all peoples in Jesus Christ (3:28–30) and challenges believers of every nationality to 
welcome one another as servants and worshipers of the same Lord (10:12; 15:7–12).


